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NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE ASSOCIATION

400 Fair Hill Drive

Elkton, Maryland 21921

                                       Phone 410-392-0700 ●  Fax 410-392-0706

STEWARDS’ REPORT

RACE MEETING:  Aiken (Fall)


DATE: 11/18/2023    
WEATHER:   Sunny, clear


COURSE CONDITION:  Good
                      


Compaction:100-120 



Moisture 6-8

CLERK OF SCALES:  Cathie Jackson

STARTER:   Sterling Young
STEWARDS: Rug Howard

                       Greg Pachman
                       Cook Edens 
                       Annie Pezzano (Safety Steward)

OFFICIAL ACTIONS:   On Friday 11/17/2023 the Stewards were made aware of the possibility that a horse or horses of Leslie Young may be utilizing a nebulizer or similar electrical device which are not allowed. At approximately 11:30 Presiding Steward Rug Howard and Safety Steward Annie Pezzano went to Leslie Young’s barn to investigate these allegations. Upon arrival at the barn there was no one present. Steward Howard instructed the Safety Steward to enter Leslie Young’s tack room to search for a nebulizer. No nebulizer was found but a bag of approximately 10 syringes containing a product called ”tenda.” This product is intended to prevent bleeding and other respiratory issues.
At approximately 1:15 Roddy Mckenzie was found nebulizing one of Leslie Young’s horses. He was told to stop immediately, which he did. He packed up his equipment and left the grounds.

On Saturday 11/18/23 the Stewards held a hearing for Leslie Young. Leslie Young acknowledged that Roddy McKenzie was nebulizing her horse. She offered no defense. Leslie Young also acknowledged the presence of the paste syringes in her tack room.  Again, she offered no defense. After the hearing the Stewards deliberated and fined Leslie Young $2000 for having the syringes on the grounds and $2000 for having an electrical device (nebulizer) on the grounds.
The following rules cover these actions that are not permitted:

6.3 B. Trainer Responsibility 1. The trainer is responsible for the condition of horses entered in a race and is responsible for the presence of any prohibited drug, medication or other substance, including permitted medication in excess of the maximum allowable level, in such horses. A positive test for a prohibited drug, medication or substance, including permitted medication in excess of the maximum allowable level, as reported by a Board approved laboratory, is prima facie evidence of a violation of this rule. In the absence of substantial evidence to the contrary, the trainer shall be responsible. 2. A trainer shall prevent the 

administration of any drug or medication or other prohibited substance that may cause a violation of these Rules

9.2. FORBIDDEN PRACTICES A. No person other than a veterinarian described in Rule 5.15, 5.16 or 5.17 shall have in his possession on Association Grounds any hypodermic needle or syringe capable of being used for the injection of any substance to a horse. B. No person shall have in his possession on Association Grounds, nor shall any person use appliances, electrical, mechanical or otherwise of such nature as could affect the speed or racing condition of a horse.
11.1. IMPROPER ACTS A. No person shall be party to any improper, corrupt or fraudulent act or practice in relation to racing in this or in any other country, or shall conspire with any other person to commit, or shall assist in the commission of any such act or practice.
First Race: #1 Scotty and #3 Kenya Road were pulled up. Both were reported tired.

Second Race: #1 Arrowheart was pulled up. Reported tired. #7 Union Gen. George fell at the 4th. This fence was closed by the Patrol Judges at that fence. #5 Vincent Van Gogo fell at the second to last. Jockey Galligan was cleared to ride. Jockey Beswick was not cleared to ride. The jockey of #3 Wicked West, Jockey Tom Garner, fifth place finisher, claimed a foul against the first four finishers stating that they could have gotten back on course sooner after going around the closed fence. The Trainer of #3 Wicked West, Todd Wyatt also made the same claim of foul. After extensive review of the video and interviews with the riders the Stewards decided that the riders could not have gotten on the course any sooner and did the best and safest job possible to avoid a potentially dangerous situation. The claim of foul was disallowed, and there was no change to the order of finish

Race #3: #6 Samui Sunset fell 2 out. Jockey Bargary was not cleared to ride. #3 Urban Myth lost its rider 2 out. Rider Mel Boucher was cleared to ride. #1 Evie’s Prince was ridden by Conor Tierney replacing Harrison Beswick.
Race #4: #4 Giantsbane was ridden by Virginia Korrell. #2 Kenilworth King bolted through the wing at the 7th fence. Jockey Freddie Proctor was cleared to ride. #7 Riptide Rock was not jumping well and was pulled up after the third fence. #8 Just Another One and #10 All Roses pulled up before the last. Reported tired. #7 Riptide Rock was pre-race tested for TcO2. #5 Reassured was scratched because there was no available rider
Race #5: #1 Rampoldi Plan was a trainer scratch. #4 Kiyomori was ridden by Graham Waters replacing Harrison Beswick.

OFFICIAL COMMENTS:
It was noted that the backside could not be viewed from the Stewards’ stand because of the tents placed along the inside fence in the infield. The Stewards relied solely on the video. The turf has substantially matured since the spring meet and was in excellent condition.

Respectfully Submitted,  

Rug Howard, Presiding Steward
